Winston Churchill, Universitat Ziirich, 19 September 1946

«I wish to speak to you today about the tragedy of Europe. This noble continent, comprising on
the whole the fairest and the most cultivated regions of the earth, enjoying a temperate and
equable climate, is the home of all the great parent races of the western world. It is the fountain
of Christian faith and Christian ethics.

It is the origin of most of the culture, the arts, philosophy and science both of ancient and
modern time. If Europe were once united in the sharing of its common inheritance, there would
be no limit to the happiness, to the prosperity and the glory which its three or four million people
would enjoy. Yet it is from Europe that have sprung that series of frightful nationalistic quarrels,
originated by the Teutonic nations in their rise to power, which we have seen in this twentieth
century and even in our own lifetime, wreck the peace and mar the prospects of all mankind.

And what is the plight to which Europe has been reduced? Some of the smaller States have
indeed made a good recovery, but over wide areas a vast quivering mass of tormented, hungry,
care-worn and bewildered human beings gape at the ruins of their cities and their homes, and
scan the dark horizons for the approach of some new peril, tyranny or terror. Among the victors
there is a babel of voices; among the vanquished the sullen silence of despair. That is all that
Europeans, grouped in so many ancient states and nations, that is all that the Germanic races
have got by tearing each other to pieces and spreading havoc far and wide. Indeed but for the
fact that the great Republic across the Atlantic Ocean has at length realised that the ruin or
enslavement of Europe would involve their own fate as well, and has stretched out hands of
succour and of guidance, but for that the Dark Ages would have returned in all their cruelty and
squalor. Gentlemen, they may still return.

Yet all the while there is a remedy which, if it were generally and spontaneously adopted by the
great majority of people in many lands, would as if by a miracle transform the whole scene, and
would in a few years make all Europe, or the greater part of it, as free and as happy as
Switzerland is today. What is this sovereign remedy? It is to recreate the European Family, or as
much of it as we can, and to provide it with a structure under which it can dwell in peace, in
safety and in freedom. We must build a kind of United States of Europe. In this way only will
hundreds of millions of toilers be able to regain the simple joys and hopes which make life worth
living. The process is simple. All that is needed is the resolve of hundreds of millions of men and
women to do right instead of wrong and to gain as their reward blessing instead of cursing.

Much work, Ladies and Gentlemen, has been done upon this task by the exertions of the
PanEuropean Union which owes so much to Count Coudenhove-Kalergi and which commanded
the services of the famous French patriot and statesman Aristide Briand. There is also that
immense body of doctrine and procedure, which was brought into being amid high hopes after
the first world war. I mean the League of Nations. The League of Nations did not fail because of
its principles or conceptions. It failed because these principles were deserted by those States who
had brought it into being. It failed because the governments of those days feared to face the
facts, and act while time remained. This disaster must not be repeated. There is therefore much
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knowledge and material with which to build; and also bitter dear bought experience to stir the
builders.

I was very glad to read in the newspapers two days ago that my friend President Truman had
expressed his interest and sympathy with this great design. There is no reason why a regional
organization of Europe should in any way conflict with the world organization of the United
Nations. On the contrary, I believe that the larger synthesis will only survive if it is founded upon
coherent natural groupings. There is already a natural grouping in the western hemisphere. We
British have our own Commonwealth of Nations. These do not weaken, on the contrary they
strengthen, the world organization. They are in fact its main support. And why should there not
be a European group which could give a sense of enlarged patriotism and common citizenship to
the distracted peoples of this turbulent and mighty continent? And why should it not take its
rightful place with other great groupings and help to shape the onward destinies of men? In
order that this should be accomplished there must be an act of faith in which millions of families
speaking many languages must consciously take part.

We all know that the two world wars through which we have passed arose out of the vain
passion of a newly-united Germany to play the dominating part in the world. In this last struggle
crimes and massacres have been committed for which there is no parallel since the invasion of
the Mongols in the fourteenth century and no equal at any time in human history. The guilty
must be punished. Germany must be deprived of the power to rearm and make another
aggressive war. But when all this has been done, as it will be done, as it is being done, then
there must be an end to retribution. There must be what Mr. Gladstone many years ago called ,a
blessed act of oblivion®. We must all turn our backs upon the horrors of the past. We must look
to the future. We cannot afford to drag forward across the years that are to come the hatreds
and revenges which have sprung from the injuries of the past. If Europe is to be saved from
infinite misery, and indeed from final doom, there must be this act of faith in the European
Family and this act of oblivion against all the crimes and follies of the past.

Can the free peoples of Europe rise to the height of these resolves of the soul and of the instincts
of the spirit of man? If they can, the wrongs and injuries which have been inflicted will have been
washed away on all sides by the miseries which have been endured. Is there any need for further
floods of agony? Is the only lesson of history to be that mankind is unteachable? Let there be
justice, mercy and freedom. The peoples have only to will it, and all will achieve their
hearts'desire.

I am now going to say something that will astonish you. The first step in the recreation of the
European Family must be a partnership between France and Germany. In this way only can
France recover the moral and cultural leadership of Europe. There can be no revival of Europe
without a spiritually great France and a spiritually great Germany. The structure of the United
States of Europe, if well and truly built, will be such as to make the material strength of a single
state less important. Small nations will count as much as large ones and gain their honour by
their contribution to the common cause. The ancient states and principalities of Germany, freely



joined together for mutual convenience in a federal system, might take their individual places
among the United States of Europe.

I shall not try to make a detailed programme for hundreds of millions of people who want to be
happy and free, prosperous and safe, who wish to enjoy the four freedoms of which the great
President Roosevelt spoke, and live in accordance with the principles embodied in the Atlantic
Charter. If this is their wish, if this is the wish of the Europeans in so many lands, they have only
to say so, and means can certainly be found, and machinery erected, to carry that wish to full
fruition.

But I must give you a warning. Time may be short. At present there is a breathing-space. The
cannons have ceased firing. The fighting has stopped; but the dangers have not stopped. If we
are to form the United States of Europe, or whatever name it may take, we must begin now.

In these present days we dwell strangely and precariously under the shield, and I will even say
protection, of the atomic bomb. The atomic bomb is still only in the hands of a state and nation
which we know will never use it except in the cause of right and freedom. But it may well be that
in a few years this awful agency of destruction will be widespread and the catastrophe following
from its use by several warring nations will not only bring to an end all that we call civilisation,
but may possibly disintegrate the globe itself.

I must now sum up the propositions which are before you. Our constant aim must be to build
and fortify the strength of the United Nations Organization. Under and within that world concept
we must recreate the European Family in a regional structure called, it may be, the United States
of Europe. And the first practical step would be to form a Council of Europe. If at first all the
States of Europe are not willing or able to join the Union, we must nevertheless proceed to
assemble and combine those who will and those who can. The salvation of the common people
of every race and of every land from war or servitude must be established on solid foundations
and must be guarded by the readiness of all men and women to die rather than submit to
tyranny. In all this urgent work, France and Germany must take the lead together. Great Britain,
the British Commonwealth of Nations, mighty America and I trust Soviet Russia-for then indeed
all would be well-must be the friends and sponsors of the new Europe and must champion its
right to live and shine. Therefore I say to you: let Europe arise!»
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I wigh to spesk to you to-day akout the tragedy of Burope. This
noble continent, comprising cn the whcle the fzivest an
cultivated rogio of the earth, enjoying = temperate and cquable
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climate, is the howe of 211 the great parent razes of the western

world. T+ iz the fountain »f Christian faith and Christian cthics,

It is the orizin of wmeost of the culture, arts, phllosophy and

sclonce both of ancient and modern times, If Hurope were once united
in the shariung of its common inheritance, there would be no limit
bt hﬁpﬁiW% 13, to the prospurity =ml slory whi teh it three or

four huadred nillinn people would anjoy. Yot 1t iz from Burope that
havs sprung that series of frigntful netionalistic quarrsls, origin-
sted by the Teubonic nations, which we have seon overn in thio
twesatioth contury and in enr o 1ifetizo, wreck the ponco ond mar the

procseets of all mankind,

And what 4u the plight to which Burspe hat heor roducad? Soue
of vho snaller Siatos have irdeed made o gord recovery, dut over wide
arens o ragt gquivering wases of termented, hurgery, cure-worn and
bewilderod humun boings gape at the raing o thelir eities and homes,
and ascen tho dark horisons for the spprosch of eone row poril tyranny
or Soryor. Among the viaetord trkere lo a babel of jarring veicos;
amons tho vanquighod the sllen silence ¢f degpuirv. That is all tuant
Europears, grouped in so mnny aneient 3tates and rations, that is all
that the Cermanic Powawrs have gut by taaring each other to pleces and
gproading havoo fur and wide, Indevd, but for the fact that the great
Ropublic aoross the Atluntic Ocean has at length realised that the
ruin or onalavemant of Burepe would involve their ova fate as well,
"and has stretched out hands of succour and pguidance, the Dark Apes
would have roturnod in all their cruelty and squalor. Thoy may still
roturn. , .
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Tet all the while thure is'a vemedy which, if it were '-"*néfally

and spontaneously adopted, wonld =3 if by a rmiracle trawuform the

’

whole geceng, and would in a few years make ail Burope, or the greater
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part of it, as free and as happy as Swiizerlarnd is to-day. What is
this sovereign remody? 7t is to ra—criate tlhe huPOp,aF f mily, or as
much of it as wo can, erd provide it with a strusture under vhich
it con dwell in peace, in safety and ir frcedom. We mret build a ‘
kind of Unitad i35 (t g of ZBurecpe, In ihic way only will hundreds of

millionag of toilers bz able to regzin the simple joys and hopes which

make life wortn liviisg. Thas procéss is simple. ALYl thet is neoded is

the reasolve of hundreds of millions of mon =nd women to do right instead

of wrong and gain ne thelr revard bHlesasing instaad of curging,

Much work has oeen dore upon this tae> by the exertions of the
Pan~Buropean Union which owes so mueh te Cﬁuhb Condannovo~Knlorgd
“nd which comnmmiod the ssrviecas of the “zmiun Franck mmiriot and
otatosman, Aricotide Briant. Thore Lo also thet fenwnes body of

dociring and precedurs, whleh wan brousht inte bilag arld bigh hopue

afbor the firsi world war, n3 ‘he Lesapue of lations. The Loanguoe of
Nations did not fail bueause of ftg prineiples ¢r concoptions, 1t
failod bucause tINir peluciptos wore doserted b, those States who
had brovght Lt into heimg. [ failod beenusa thoe Governement of thosa
days foared to foen the fecta, and asct whiloe ivae romalined. This
dlanastor must not ba ponantadi Thers iy thorofore much knovledse and
matorial with whieh te bulld: and sloe bittor des ruﬁaugh&:expcrianca.

I was vory ¢lad to read in Lo nowspapers two daye ago that my
friend Prasident Truman had sxprecgoed his intereet ond sympathy with
thig groat dosign. Thurs o no rosson why a reglonnl organization of
Burope should in avy wey confliet with the world organication of tho
United MNationa. On the contrany, I believe that tho larpgcr synthosis
will only survive if it is founded upon coherent natural groupings.
There i¢ alroady a natural pronp:nh in tnu Ylestorn Loemiwphore, Vo
British have otr owa Commonwcalth of Nationa. These do not woayon,

on the contrary thoy strengthen the world ox gan12dv10n. ”hey are

- X/6075/61-E




S 375075/511,

in fact its main support. And why should there not be =z Europcan
group. which could zive a sense of enlarged patriotism and common:
citizenship to the distrscted peoples of this turbulent and mighty: -
continent and why should it not take its rightfnl place with other
grat groupings in shaping the destinies of men? In order that this
should be accomplished there mrst be an act of £aith in which '
millions of familics speaking many languages must conscigusly take
part. »
We all know that the two warld wars through which we havae passod

arose out of the vain passion of s noyly-united Goermany to play

the dominating part in the world., In thio lagut strusgle crimes and
massacres have boen committed for which thers ic no parollel zince the
invasions of the Mongols in fthe fourtconib cuntury and no cqual ot

any time, in human history. The guilty must be punished. Gomany wnnot
o doprived of the power to ream and make anothor aggrressive vinre
But whon all thic has beon done, as it will be donc, aa 1t Lo doing
donv, thers must bu an erd to retribution, Thore must bo what Ne,.

Cladstone many yoars apo ealled "o blossed aet of obliviﬁn".,wéfmust

all turn our backs upon the horrors of the past, Wo must look to the

future. Wu cammot afford to drag foerward aeress the yoars that arce to

coms the hatrods and revenges which have sprung from tho Injurics of

tho past. If Buropoe i to bo saved from infinite miscry, snd indoed . .
from {1inal doom, thory mugt be an aet of faith in the Europcan family

and an aoct of oblivien against all the erimes and follics of tho

pant,

Gan the freo peaplaa of Europe rige to the helght of thooc
rogolvaes of tho saul and inotinets of the spirit of man? If they can,
tho wronge and injuries which have beon inflicted will have boon
washod away on all sides by the miseries which have boon ondured.

Ig thore any nood for further {loods of agony? Is it tho only lusson

of history that mankind is unteachable? Lot thore be justicé,:mcrqg, -
and freedom. Tho peoples have only to will it, and all,will adhio?é .
their hearts' dosire. o U . ’ ;/0.7 '
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"I am now going to say something'tha‘b‘ %’v’ill astonish you'.r

The first step in the re-sreztion of the'Europeén family rﬁusf be
a partnership between Pr rance and Germany. In this way only' can
France recover the moral leadership of Burope. There can be no 7
revival of Burope without a spiritually great France and a sgiritually
groat Goermany., The structure of the Jnited Stetoes of Burope, if well
and truly bailt, #ill Le such as to mokz the matorial strongik of a
gingle stats less import.nt, Small nations will count as much as large
ones and goln their honour by their contrihution #o the common
causc., The ancient astites and principalitics of Gemany, fruely
Joincd togathor for mutwal convenicnie in & foleral systom, might

sach take their individusl place among the Tnited Stitos of Europa.
I shall not try to maoko & dotailed programie for hundreds of millions
of “people who want to be happy and fra2c, srosporsus and safs, who
wish to Qﬁj@y the four froedoms of which the grent Prosidont Roosavelt
spoke and live in nccordance with %he principles ombodied in tho
Atlantic Chartor, If thie ie their wish thoy have only to cuy so,

and moans ean cert ainly be feund, and nachinery oreceted, to carry
that wish into {1l fruition.

* Put I wmust gdve you a warning. Time may be short, At prosont
thore is a broathing=-gpace, The cannomshave ceaned firirnec. The
fighting haa gtogﬁ@d; but the danpars hive not atorped. If wo ars 4o
form the Unltod St:=tod of Burepe or whalever name cpr form 1% may 4. ko,
wo muat b@ginvnow.

In thowso prosunt days wo dwell sirangoly and procariously undor
tho ehiold and protoction of the atomic bomb. The stemic bomb is
still only in handg of o $tate and nation which wo know will nover

use it exoopt in tho aunto of right and froadem, Bt 1t may woell bo
that in a fow yoars this awful agenecy of dentruction will be wido-
sproad and tho catuﬂtrapha followiug from its uco by several warring
nationg will not only brirg to an end all that we eall civilisation,

but m&y pouwsibly disintograte the g}aba itoolf, ,
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T must now sum up the propositions which ars before you. Our

constaﬁt aim must be to build and fortify the sirtength of U.N.OL
Under and within that world concept we must re-create the Europeaﬁf‘

femily in a regional structure called, it may Le, the Unitod States

lad

of Burope. The firast stop is to form a Council of Europc. Ii at
first all the States of Europe arc not willing or able to join the
Union, we must nevertheless procced to assomble and combinc those
who will and those who can, The salvation of the common poople of
every racc and of overy isnd from war or sorvitude must we cotablished
on 3014 foundations and must he gusrdod by the readinoss of 2ll mon
and women to di¢ rather- than submit to tyranny. In all this urgent
work, France and Gormany must take the lo:d together. Groat Britain,
the British Commorvoalth of Netione, mighty America, and I trust
Soviet Rapsin - for then indoed all would be well -~ must be tho
fricnds and sponvors of the new Euvops snd must ochampior lte vight

to live and shinc.

oowmf
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DISCOURS DE M WINSTON CHURCVHILL ’ :
A 1'Universitd de Zlirich -
1o 13 sceptembre 1946

»

Je voudrals veus perler aujourd'iui du drame de 1'Turope. Ce
noble continent, gui comprend dans son enscmble les régions les plué
riches et lcs plus favorisées de la terre, Jjoult d'un climat tempéré
et dgal. I1 est le berceau de toutos les g¢randoes races du mondc
cceidental, Il cst la source de la foi clritienne ot deo la ﬁorale
chrétionne. Ici ont eu lour origine les principales réalisations de
la culture, des arts, de la philosophie et des soiencesy dans
1'antiquitd® aussi bien que de notra tomps.

Si 1'Europe s'unissait un jour pour portager cot heritage
commun, il n'y aurait pas de limite aw bonheur,ré la prospérité
et 3 la gloire dout pounrait Jouir sa population dc trois ou quatre
cent millions d'dmes.

C'est copendant en Burope qu'est née cette séric de torribles
guerres nationalistes, déelenchécs par les nations teutoniques au
cours do leur ascension 3 la puissance, que nous avons vu on ce
XXe siécle, et mdme dans notre propre génération, ruiner la paix
et lcs espérances de toute 1'humanité, et 4 quel &tat lamentable a
&t6 wreduit 1'Burope. Il est vrai que cortains des petits pays

se sont reloves rapidement, mais dans la plus grande partic de

’

1'Burope, unc masse frissonnante d'dtres humains, tourmentis, usés
par les soucis, affamés.et hébotés, regardsns, atterrds, les ruincs
de leours villos et de leurs foyers, ¢t surveillent lc sombre horigon
dans la crainte de voir surgir- une nouvelle Torme do tyrannie ou de
terrour, ‘

Parmi los vainqueurs, on cntend une Babel do voix. Parmi les
vaihcus, on ne trouve que lc morne silence du désespoir? et c'ost
tout cc & guoi sont arrivis les Européens, groupés cn tont de
nations ¢ d'Etats, c'est tout ce 4 quoi sont arrivés los races

germaniques, on s'entre~déchirant et on scmant la ruine. Si cette

Ja
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gran% République do 1tautre odtd Ao 1'0ctan Atlantique no sf&tait
“onfin rondu compte que la ruinc ou la rdoduction cn esolavage. de :
1'Europo entraincrait sa propre dustruction, et ne noms avait tondu
des mains secourables ot directricos, los Ages sombres goraient rb?é—
nus, dans toute lonr crante. By, Mussieurs, ils pouvent oncore
revenir.

Et pourtant, il oxiste un romdde qui, s'il 3t.it abnbral . meut
¢t spontanément adoptt par la grande majorité des pouples dans de
nombroux pays, pourralt, comme palr nn miracle, transformer oentiére-
mont :1a situation, ot rendre towte 1'Burope, ou am moins la ma jeurc
partie de 1'Burope, sussi libre et aussi heurcuse que la Suissc de
ros jours. |

Quel est oo rumbde souvbrwan I1 consiste & reconstituef la
famille europbonno, bu du moins, avtant quc nous en pouvons
reconstituer, ot 3 lui founir unc structursc qui lui permeite de
vivre ¢t de croitre en paix, on shourité et on liberté.

Nous .devons c¢réar un gonre d'Etats~Unis d'Burope. De cette
fagon seulcmont, dos centaines de milliers de travaillours pourront
rocouvrer los simples Jjoles et ospoirs qui rendent la vioe dlgne qat
Stre vicue., La marche 3 suivre est simple. Tout ce qu 'il faut, tost
quo deg8 centaines de milliong d'hommes ot de femmes dacide n+ de -faire
1e bien au licu de faire lc mal, et méritcnt, conme recompense, qu'on

les bénisse au lieu de les maudire,

Beaucoup de travail a d&jd evé fait dans cc sons, par lca offorts de
1'Union pan—nurup“onnu, qui d01t tant & Aristide Briand, patriote et
homme d'Btat frangais célébra, qui s'est ddvoué 1 sa causc. I1ya
aussi cette immense organisation qui a vu le Jour parmi tant do
beaux espoirs, aprds la prOmiére‘guérre méndiale, Jjo veux parler:
de la Socidtd des Nations. ;

La 8001»tc des Nations n'a pas Zchou& 3 cause dezscs principesl
ou de sas conceptlons. Blle aénhoue parcc que ces prlnclpes ont 'téf?

'abanuonnes par 1Gb Etats qul.vont fait naltre, et parco quo lcs
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gouvernemonts do ccs Rtats ont craint de regarder la voritd on '/
faco et d'agir pondant gu il &tait oncore tomvs. L1 ne faut pasfi
que ce dbsastre se roprocuise. Nous avons donc beaucoup d“cxpérieﬁce
pour nous aider i rebitir et aasul beauncoup d'éprevvos douloureuses
que nous avons paytos cler.

J'ail eté trés contsnt de lire dans les journauy, il y a quel-
ques jomrs, qucimon am’ 1é Président Truman avait exprimé son intérdt
et sa sympathie pour ce grend projet. T: r'y a zucunce raison pour que
l'organisation rSgiorale de 1'Burope sc leurte, en quelque fagon,
l'organisation mondizle des Nabtious Uniecs. Au contraire, jo¢ crois que
cetto synthdése plus granie des nations ne peut survivre quo si elle
est fondée sur de larges groupements naturcls.

T ot

et ey
P e =1

o aljd un groupemsrt naturcl cans 1'hAmisphdre occidental.
Nous autres, Brit ann“quow nous avons notre proyvve Jommonwealth des
nations. Ces greupeaenis n'arfaiblissent ps, mais au conivraire ren-
forcent 1'organiea vwwion du monde, En fait, ils corstituent son princi-—
pal soutien. En pourquoi n'existerait-il pas ure groupsment curonden

qui donnerait un sens de patriotisme plus large e* Ac citoyonnetd

commune aux pouples sperdus de ce puissant consinenty Li pourguedl
groupement ne prendrait-il pas la place qui Iui reviens parti lus
“autres grands groupements, ob n'atdorait-i1l pas & modeler un avenir
glorieux pour 1'humanités

Pour que ceci pulgse Ctre accompli, il faut un actoe do foi
auguel devraient s'asseocicr on toute conscicnce des nillions de
famillea, de langues diverses.

Hous #avoens tous Q“ ¢ les eux guer ros mondisles par losquelles
nous sommes passds ont &té causées par le vain disir d'unoﬁﬂlipmggné‘
nouvellement unifibe de jomer un réle prépondérant dane le mondg,
Dans ces luties hombrig-es, des crimes ct dos massacres ont &té

commis, qui sont mans paralldle depuis 1'invasion.des Mongols, au

’
XIVe siécle, ¢t n'oat d'égel & aucune &poque de L'histoire humaine.
I1 faut que les coupables soient punis. Il fa'b quo 1'Allcmagne

s

soit privée de la possiblilité de réarmer et de faire 3 nouveau'.une -
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guerre d'apgrossi n. Mais quand tout c¢ela aura Gto fait, commo ca
sora fait, commo on est en train de le faire, il faut en finir avec
la loi du talion. Il faut qu'il y #it ce que M.Gladstone a appelé,
il y a de¢ nombrousss années, un acte d'oubli salutaire. Hous dovons

.

tous tourner le dos aux horreurs du passé 3t regarder vers l'avenir.
Nous ne pouvons pas ncus permettre de trainer, au cours des années
b venir, les haines et los vengeances nbes des blessurcs du passd.

Si 1'Buropc doit Gtre sauvé d'une misdre infinie et, en fait,
de la destruction @finitive, il faut qu'il ait cet acte do foi dans
la famille. curopbenne, ot cet acte d'oubli envers tous les crimes
et les actes de folie du pass@.

Les pouples de 1'Burope psuvent-ils s'elever d cette hauteur

d'&me, d'instinct ¢t d'osprit humain? S'ils le puvaient, les torts

et les blessurcs gqui ont 6t& infligbs scraiont effacés de tous cdtés
spar les souffrances qui ont &te endurtes. Bst-il oncore besoin
dlautres flots d'agonie? La séule~1egon de 1'Histoirc doit=clic
Stre que 1'humanité ne peout rien apprendro? Que rdgnent la justice,
:la pitit et la 1liberté. Les psuples n'ont qu'ad le voulpir, ot toms

atteindront lour désir le plus cher.

Je vais maintonant vous dire quelques choso qui vous surprendras
lc premier pas vers la reconstruction de la famille ecuropGenne doit
étre.-une association entre la Prance ¢t 1'Allemagne. C'ecst ainsi
seulement que la France pourra reprendre sa direction culturclle et : .
morale de 1'Burope. Il ne pout y avoir de renaissance dc 1'Burope
sane une France spirituelloment grande ot sans unc Allemagne
spirituellemernt grande aussi.

ha structurc des Etats-lnis d“Burope scra telle qu'clle rondra
moins importante la force matérielle d'un Btat quelconquc. Les
petits Etats compteront autant que les grands, et scront consideérés
d‘aprds leur contribution 4 la cause commune. Les anciens Etats ot
‘principautds de 1'Allemagne, réunis libroment pour leur intdrdt
commun dans un systdme fédédral, pourraient preudre leurs places
individuelles parmi los Etats-Unis de 1'BEurope. /1
’ - ..
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. Je n'essaleral pas d'exposer un programme Aétaillé. Il y a:f:'

dos centaines de millions de personncs qui désirent vivre hourousos
¢t libres, prospdros et tranquilles et qui voudraient jouir des '
quatre libertbs dont le grand Présidont Roosevelt a parldé, ot
vivre selon les principes incarnés par la Charte de 1'Atlantigue.
Si tel c¢st leur désir, si tel est le désir d'Buropéens do nombreux
pays, ils nvont qu'a lc dire, on trouvera certainement le moyen ct
le mécanisme bour amener ce désir & son plein &panouissement.
’ Mais je doils vous donner un avertissement, Le temps presse,
Nous jouissons actucllement d'un moment de répit. Les canons ont
cessé de tirer, les combats ont cessé, mais non pas les dangers,
Si nous devons constituer les Btats-Unis d'Europe, sous quclque
nom qué Cce soit, il faut commencer maintenant.

A 1'%poque actuelle, nous nous trouvouns asscz btrangement, ct

9
de fagon précairo sous le bouclicr, Et je pewx dire mime, sous la
protection de¢ la bombe atomigque. La bombe atomique se trouve cncore
cntre les mains d'un Etat, d'une nation qui, nous le savons, nc-
s'en servira jamsig que pour dofendre le droit ot la liborté. Mais
il se peut bien que, dans quilques annéos, cet horrible engin de

déstruction soit largement diffusé, et la catastrophe qui suivrait

son emploi par plasieurs pays en guerre no mettrait pas seulemont
fin 4 tout ce quec nous appelons civilisation, mais pourrait méme
n

désintégrer le globe lui-méme.

”

I1 faut maintenant gue jo vous résume les propositions qui vous
sont soumises. Notro but constant doit 8tre de créer ot d?aédroitre
la foree de 1'Organisation des Nations Unies. Sous la dircction et
dans le cadre de cotte organisation mondiale, nous devons recréer
la famille curoptenne dans un cadre régional qui s'appellere
- pout-3tre - les Etats=Unis d'Burcpe, et le Lramiei paS‘pratiQue
sera de constituer un Consgil de 1'Europé. 51, tout d'abord, tous

'les,Etats de 1'Europe n'acceptent pas ou ne sont pas & mime do

faire partie de cette Union, nous devons néanmoins gontinuerhé '
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rassembler ot & organiser coux qui y conscentent ot qui le pouvmhfa

Le moyen d'épargner aux hommes do toutes los races ot de tous
les pays la guerrc ot l'esclavage devra Gtre fondé sur dos bascs
solidea, et il dovra 3tro crié pur lo volonté de tous les hommes
ot do toutes les femmes de mourir plutdt que de se soumcttre &
la tyrannie. Bt de ce travail urgent, la France et 1" \llemagne
doivent prendre la diraotion ensemblo. La Grande-Bretagne, 1'Empiroc
britannique, la puissante Amdrique, et j'en suis slr, la Russic
soviétique - car alors tout irait bien = doivent 3tre amis ot
garants de la nouvelie Europe, et doivent défendre son droit a la
vie.

Je vous dis donc: =« Debout: Burope!
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